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Opening of the Second Annual Fair of the New England Manufacturers and Mechanics Institute, in Boston,
Wednesday, September 6, 1882 Mr. President, Gentlemen of the New England Manufacturers and Mechanics
Institute, Ladies and Gentlemen, - | have been asked to open this Fair with an address which shall indicate the
purposes and methods of its work, as they are defined in the minds of those who founded this Association: | will
come directly to the subject without taking up your time with any further introduction. | shall speak without
much regard to the danger of being dry or abstruse, but will endeavor, as far as in me lies, to present thoughts
which will be, at least in some degree, commensurate with the importance of the occasion. | shall not hesitate
to reiterate some statements to which | have previously called attention, but which can hardly be too often
presented. | shall spare you statistics as much as possible: they will be found in the notes if this address is
published. The purpose of this Fair is instruction in the application of science to the useful arts. In what manner
and to what extent this purpose may yet be developed, depends upon the way in which it is sustained by
exhibitors and by the public. Its method is to bring annually into public notice all the recent improvements in
machinery, tools, and appliances, to which the inventors, promoters, or owners desire to call attention, with a
view to their general introduction. Its medal is a dollar, earned in recompense for a service rendered. It is based
upon the simple...
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